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Payments for Meals 

With the exception of students who are eligible to receive meals at no cost, students may pay 
on a per-meal basis or may submit payments in advance. The Superintendent or designee shall 
maintain a system for accurately recording payments received and tracking meals provided to 
each student. 

At the beginning of the school year, parents/guardians shall be notified of the school’s meal 
payment policies and encouraged to prepay for meals whenever possible. 

Students and their parents/guardians shall be notified whenever their account has a zero 
balance. Whenever a student's account has an unpaid balance of two (2) lunches or more, 
parents/guardians shall be notified in writing. 

Reimbursement Claims 

The Superintendent or designee shall maintain records of the number of meals served each day 
by school site and by category of free, reduced-price, and full-price meals. The Superintendent 
or designee shall submit reimbursement claims for school meals to the California Department 
of Education (CDE) using the online Child Nutrition Information and Payment System. 

Cafeteria Fund 

All proceeds from food sales and other services offered by the cafeteria shall be deposited in 
the cafeteria fund as provided by law. The income and expenditures of any cafeteria revolving 
account 
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established by the Governing Board shall be recorded as income and expenditures of the 
cafeteria fund. (Education Code 38090, 38091) 
 
The cafeteria fund shall be used only for those expenditures authorized by the Board as 
necessary for the operation of school cafeterias in accordance with Education Code 
38100-38103, 2 CFR 225, and the California School Accounting Manual. (Education Code 38091, 
38101; 2 CFR 225) 
 
Any charges to, or transfers from, a food service program shall be dated and accompanied by a 
written explanation of the expenditure's purpose and basis. (Education Code 38101) 
Indirect costs charged to the food service program shall be based on either the school’s prior 
year indirect cost rate or the statewide average approved indirect cost rate for the second prior 
fiscal year, whichever is less. (Education Code 38101) 
 
Net cash resources in the nonprofit school food service shall not exceed three months average 
expenditures. (2 CFR 210.14) 
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